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Asia Pacific Geotourism Conference 

Hong Kong. 30th Nov-1st Dec.2013 

Developing Geotourism 

Attractions and Tours in Sabah 

Albert Teo 

Borneo Eco Tours/Sukau Rainforest Lodge  

www.borneoecotours.com  

Borneo Eco Tours / Borneo Ecotourism, Solutions and Technologies (BEST) 

SABAH 
The long and 

complex 

geological 

evolution of  

Sabah (more 

than 200 million 

years old) has 

produced 

diverse rock 

types, minerals, 

soils, geological 

structures and 

landforms, some 

rarely found in 

other parts of  

the world.  

Simplified Geological Map of Sabah 

http://www.borneoecotours.com/


2/1/2014 

2 

Tunku Abdul Rahman Park KUDAT 

Kinabalu Plateau 

Glacial Scouring 

Panar Laban  

Glacial Deposit 

Pinousuk Glacial 

Deposit 

Poring Hot Spring 

& Waterfall 

Diverse Rock 

Type Along Trail 

to Summit 

Kundasang 

Landslide 

Complex 

Geological mapping of major features 

around Kinabalu Park 
Kinabalu Park 
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Mount Kinabalu Mount Kinabalu 

Via Ferrata Camp Lemaing 
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Oceanic Crust 

PROTO-SABAH 
Deep ocean floor 

West East 

5 Ma 

Pinousuk Gravel Glacial deposit 
Kinabalu Park Botanique 

Mesilau Trail- poor soil Kinabalu Park- poor soil 
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PORING HOT SPRINGS Pulau Tiga- volcanic 

Selingan Island Gomantong Caves-limestone 
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Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary- wetlands Kinabatangan Wildlife Sanctuary 

Sukau Wildlife - alluvial 
Sukau Wildlife Safari-alluvial 



2/1/2014 

7 

Geological mapping of mud volcanoes around Lahad Datu-Kunak 

area 

Tabin Wildlife Reserve- salt licks 

East Coast 

Geological mapping of volcanic features 

Tawau Hills Park 

TAWAU Hills Park 
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TAWAU – volcanic soil 

Alocasia robusta Yam 

Kapalai 

SIPADAN Island - oceanic MALIAU BASIN 

The coastal sediments 

were subsequently 

deformed into 

spectacular circular 

basins, such as the 

Maliau Basin, unique 

to Sabah.  

Oceanic Crust 

PROTO-SABAH Deep ocean floor 

West East 

10 Ma 
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MALIAU BASIN - waterfalls 
Detailed geological maps of some of the major waterfalls in Maliau Basin Maliau 

Basin 

Challenges 
1. Accessibility, evacuation and safety issues on 

remote areas. 

2. Different skills of guides – birding, botanical, wildlife, 

trekking, diving, whitewater rafting, river boat 

operations. 

3. Physical fitness of guides. 

4. Different weather conditions- underwater, lowland 

rainforest, alpine weather, fluctuating water level for 

river crossing. 

5. Different road conditions  and driving skills (4WD). 

High cost of maintainence for facilities and roads. 

6. Carrying capacity limit at key attractions.  

Eg. Mt. Kinabalu summit trek, Sepilok orang utan 

rehabilitation centre, Selingan turtle island, Sipadan 

island. 

Proposals 
 

1.Develop hybrid tour combining and leveraging biotic 

components with abiotic elements. 

 

2. Develop abiotic elements using recreational 

activities. Eg. Whitewater rafting, via ferrata, abseiling, 

kayaking, trekking, river rambling. 

 

3. Develop education and interpretation and 

incorporate into the guide training programs to relate 

how geology affects flora and fauna and why unique 

flora and fauna are found in certain areas only. 
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Proposals 
 

4. Incorporate Geology 101 in the tour itinerary. 

Connect symbiotic relationship between plant life with 

wildlife and geology. 

 

5. Develop smart partnerships between tour 

companies in Hong Kong and Sabah. Eg. Geopark 

areas, alpine club, cycling clubs, birding clubs, etc. 

 

6. Combine two cities promotions. 

Eg. Hong Kong and Sabah Geotours capitalising on 

Sabah unique flora and fauna. 
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Thank You For Your Attention 

www.borneoecotours.com  

http://www.borneoecotours.com/

